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September2015– October 2015 

Mailing Address: CRTA, 337, 305-4625 Varsity Drive NW, Calgary, T3A 0Z9 

The Newsletter Editor: Ena Beunder, cbeunder@shaw.ca, 403-288-3895 

www.calgaryretiredteachers.org 

THE 2014—2015  CRTA EXECUTIVE 

 

President  Don  Checkley

(checklem@telusplanet.net) 

Past President Marg Brucker

(mabrucker@shaw.ca) 

Vice President Greg Chitrenky 

Vice President Barb Smith 

Secretary                  Marg Espetveidt 

Treasurer  Paul Demers 

Directors 

Terry Allen Casino 

Ena Beunde Communications 

Mary Checkley                                       

                 Foreign/Provincial Travel 

Gordon Cumming Steppin’Out 

Norma Ellis Liaison Senior Groups 

Trudy Hall Director at Large 

Garry Jeffrey  Membership 

Margaret Kurtze    Director at Large                                     

Joe Manchurek Director at Large 

Linda Manwarren Social 

Gordon Marconi Director at Large 

Jim Nielsen Short Day Trips 

Rolande Parel Director at Large 

Brian Scott Director at Large 

  

The President’ Report 

This is my final report as President of the CRTA.  Three years have 

passed very quickly and I am very happy to pass the torch to the in-

coming president who will be elected at the September 24th AGM.  I 

want to thank the members of    the CRTA’s Board of Directors for all 

their support and willingness to share the load over the past three 

years.  The organization owes its success to the combined efforts of the 

members of your Board of Directors. 

Since the last report in the May/June Newsletter, Jim Nielsen orga-

nized two short day bs trips.  One visit was to Blackfoot Crossing on 

June 22 and to the Ellis Bird Farm on August 13.  I would like to thank 

Kathy Newman and Greg Chitrenky for hosting the Blackfoot trip, when 

Jim was unable to do so, because of a funeral. 

Mary Checkley and myself organized two “See Alberta” bus trips in the 

last term.  On June 2 CRTA members visited the Medalta Pottery       

Museum and the newly opened IXL Brick Plant Museum in Medicine 

Hat.  On July 17 CRTA returned to Stettler to board the steam train to 

Big Valley and enjoy the memories of train travel. 

Margaret Espetveidt organized the annual summer visit to Rosebud on 

June 17.  CRTA participants filled two buses to enjoy a lunch and  an 

adaptation of the musical “Alice in Wonderland” 

Margaret Brucker  arranged for group tickets to  see “Kurios” a perfor-

mance by Cirque du Soleil under the Big Top on the Stampede Grounds 

on May 19. 

A Luncheon was held at the Ramada Airport in on June 3 convened by  
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Linda Manwarren 

Thanks to Mary Checkley’s Wellness Committee, 

the CRTA participated in the annual ARTA Walking 

Challenge for the third year.  Our level of            

participation in creased from 20 walkers in 2013 to 

30  walkers in 2014 and  to 56 walkers this year! 

The total number of   steps taken was 20 545 349 

for the   entire group and our 30 walkers (the regis-

tered allowable    number under the ARTA rules)        

managed to walk 14 384 428 steps on their best 30 

days between April 1 and June 30. 

CRTA webmaster Greg Chitrenky  and our           

consultant Derek Heck have almost completed the 

overhaul of our website and the on-line               

registration process.  There are still a few wrinkles 

to straighten out, but the end appears to be in 

sight of this long process CRTA has been engaged 

in. 

Brian Scott and Don Checkley are working to       

update the CRTA’s Bylaws and Policies &             

Procedures. They hope to have the completed  

documents by 2016. 

CRTA will be nominating CRTA members for posi-

tions on ARTA committees and some Table Officers 

positions. 

CRTA will also select their delegates for the upcom-

ing ARTA AGM to be held in early October. 

As well, the CRTA is  preparing a slate of nominees 

for the CRTA Board of Directors to be elected at 

the September 24 AGM and Luncheon.  Please con-

sider serving CRTA as a Director. Contact Don     

Checkley. 

Several members of the board have been involved 

in a Brain Study Research project by the University 

of Calgary, department of Psychology. The results 

will be relayed to our membership, when they be-

come available. 

CRTA must also express its thanks for the many 

years of service of Terry Allen.  Terry, when he 

joined the CRTA Board, suggested that CRTA apply 

for a Casino.  The moneys generated by the casinos 

that Terry organized enabled CRTA to provide sub-

sidized bus trips in the province, and various learn-

ing opportunities where CRTA could pay for speak-

ers and instructors.  Casino funds also helped      

establish a scholarship at Mount Royal University 

for a student enrolled in the their department of 

education. 

Terry’s work will be continued by Sandi Grassick,  

who has accepted the position of Director for        

Casinos. 

Upcoming Events 

I refer you to Linda Manwarren’s Social report.  

Members have already been advised of Jim Nielsen’s 

short day trip  to the Turner Valley distillery on Sep-

tember 30, either via email, or direct mail.           

Look forward to announcements of two activities 

Mary Checkley is organizing for November 2015 and 

February 2016: A body composition workshop and 

understanding more about the causes of Alzheimer. 

CRTA would like to 

thank Don Checkley for 

serving  three years as       

President of CRTA.  

Don, with the            

assistance of Mary 

Checkley worked      

tirelessly to enrich the 

lives of his fellow  

members. Don will con-

tinue his leadership 

with CRTA , as Past-President,  replacing Marg 

Brucker.                                                                      

Kathy Newman captured Don at a moment of      

relaxation at the 2015 Steppin’Out Conference. 
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SOCIAL NEWS AND EVENTS 

At the June 3rd Luncheon, about 80 people enjoyed a delicious meal, lively conversation and the tunes of 
G.O.L.D.  (Gentlemen of Lyrical Distinction).  Door prizes were awarded to Marj Challand (CRTA member-
ship), Marilyn Woodward (September Luncheon), Sunday Brunch (Ramada Plaza and Conference Centre), 
and Donna Evan (a silk scarf generously donated by Catrina Loman).  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Register online, email Linda lmanwaren@gmail.com or call her at 403-
259-5597 

September 24 AGM and September Luncheon at the Ramada Plaza and Conference Centre. 
Registration begins August 10 

October 1 City Walk Registration begins August 10 

November 7 Broadway Across Canada Registration begins September 25 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
More Information about the Walk on October 1st.  

We designed this activity to celebrate Active Aging Week. Lori Beattie is the author of a book about 35 urban 
walks and nature strolls in Calgary and we will do one of them! Here is a description of the walk in her words. 

Inglewood, Ramsay, East Village River Walk,  Bridgeland 

Eclectic, sometimes gritty, neighbourhoods make for the best urban hikes. Ramsay is home to 
old-fashioned corner stores, historic homes and buildings from the early 1900s—some reno-
vated and fantastic, some handyman delights. Ramsay is not polished and perfect, and that is 
what makes walking here so enjoyable. The gardens here are creative, personalized, and fun. 
Inglewood and Ramsay’s warm microclimate and rich, flood-plain soil makes green thumbs of 
everyone. The flowers bloom earlier in the season and last longer here than anywhere else in 
Calgary, and the pear trees hang heavy with fruit in the fall.  

Scotsman’s Hill offers a bird’s eye view of Stampede Park and the iconic Saddledome. The sky-
scrapers that drive Calgary’s economy backdrop the Saddledome.  

A hidden staircase drops down to RiverWalk, near Stampede Park, which continues north 
along the Elbow River to the Bow River, past Fort Calgary, and into the East Village. River-
Walk is a beautiful pathway with separate pathways for walkers and cyclists, pull-offs with 
benches, comfy chairs, art installations, and lush landscaping, This walkway is not to be 
missed. Post-walkabout, we'll stop at the historic Simmons Building, the new home of a di-
verse group of eateries and cafés. Built in 1912, the former mattress factory is a city landmark 
now filled with tasty treats. 

 

We will attend a matinee performance of ONCE, the 2012 Tony award winner for Best Musical. Our seats are 
in several locations on the orchestra level.  

Featuring an ensemble of actor/musicians who play their own instruments onstage, ONCE tells the tale of a 
Dublin street musician who’s about to give up on his dream when a beautiful young woman takes a sudden 
interest in his haunting love songs. As the chemistry between them grows, his music soars to powerful new 
heights, but their unlikely connection turns out to be deeper and more complex than your everyday romance. 
It’s an unforgettable story about going for your dreams and the power of music to connect us all.      

 

mailto:lmanwaren@gmail.com
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 Let Us Take A Moment To Remember Those 

Colleagues Who Passed Away Recently 

William M McLennan   March 10 

Dennis Kraft    May 24 

Catherine Kerstner   June 12 

Karen Jean Bird    July 3 

Margaret Ruth Sujir   July 6 

Else Holz    July 11 

Keith Wyler    July 12 

John Morris Stanton   August 10 

Pamela Susan Perry-Globa  August 14 

Joel Melvin Lovlin   August 16 

Pauline Brenda May Rhodes  August 20 

Please advise the editor of The Newsletter if you know of a 

colleague, who passed away and was not acknowledged in 

our column. 

Continued  “Thanks” to Susan Chivers, who helps me with 

acknowledging our former colleagues. 

Educational Progress Club Bursary 

The Educational Progress Club of Calgary ceased to 

operate several years ago, and the assets of the Club 

were placed at the University of Calgary to establish a 

bursary.  Congratulations to Robyn Magill, the 

2014/2015 recipient, who is studying at the Werklund 

School of Education with a major in Kindergarten/

Elementary program. 

 

Submitted by Terry Allen 

Memberships 

A reminder that  CRTA’s membership year follows the 

school year, July 1 to June 30.  Many members have 

already renewed, many others must still have it on 

their “To-Do” list. 

Memberships can be paid on line via Pay-Pal, or by 

cheque.  Membership fee is still $20.00 per year. 

Send your membership renewal fee to: Garry Jeffrey, 

4412 Brentwood Green, Calgary NW, T2L 1L4 

 Walking Walking Walking April 1—June 30 Walking Walking Walking 

Lynn Andres 
Marilyn Brayden 
Faye Brown 
Joan Brown 
Erich Berndt 
Margaret Brucker 
Don Checkley 
Mary Checkley 
Peggy Chudzy 
Gordon Cumming 
Dianna Dryden 
Norma Ellis 
June Ferguson 
Ellen Gillis 

Sandi Grassick 
Colleen Grover 
Nora Head 
Erlinda Howard 
Marlene Humphrys 
Jim Jenkins 
Roberta Jones 
Craig Kennedy  
Sue Konopnicki                 
Phyllis Kozak 
Margaret Kurtze 
Lyla Lee 
Meva MacDonald 
Marilyn Maguire 

Linda Manwarren 
Barry Marks 
Susan Matheny 
Marian Medhurst 
Bev Montgomery 
Marilyn Patterson 
Kathleen Newman 
Linda Nielsen 
Jim Nielsen 
Janice Perry 
David Peyto 
Rick Plantz 
Sharon Plantz 
Nancy Ragan 

Libby Roth 
Pauline Schaus 
Brian Scott 
Jeannie Seaver 
Barb Smith 
Ila Rae Sharpe 
Avis Thomas 
Brenda Vickers 
Ruth Walkden 
David Willis 
Lea Willis 
Dominique Wilson 
Marion Woodman 
Marilyn Zelenka 

Congratulations to all the walkers. From experience I know the commitment it takes to go out at least three 

times a week to  complete the challenge.  Keep up the walking.  A few steps a day is so much better than none 

at all.  Hope to see you all and even more of our membership join in walking for health. 
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Rememberence Day, November 11,2015 

1) A few years ago, at a suggestion of Irene Bruz-

ga,  CRTA started to participate in three  wreath

-laying ceremonies in our city.  The opportunity 

to participate on behalf of CRTA is open to any 

member who feels strongly about the sacrifices 

made by Canada’s military since 1914 and 

would like to show his/her appreciation.  You 

may contact Don Checkley at  403-271-1193 or 

checklem@telusplanet.net 

2) Two years ago Sharon Terray shared a moving 

story about her family and WWII.  Last year I 

contributed some of my childhood memories of 

that period. Is there anyone else among our 

membership who would like to share a person-

al, or family or friends memory.  Is there anyone 

who would like to share a reflection in the form 

of prose or poetry? 

Please submit by the end of October to Ena      

Beunder, cbeunder@shaw.ca or call 403-288-3895  

A Message from Friends of CRTA 

Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners (CALL)     

Learn  about the 2015—2016 programs                

CALL’s Gala Caféé                                                           

Monday, September 14, 4:00 - 6:30 PM              

Triwood Community Association                                

2244 Chicoutimi Drive NW                                            

Keynote Speaker: Aritha Van Herk                               

The Calgary Association of Lifelong Learners             

announced the launch of this dynamic member-led 

not-for-profit organization in  September 2011 and 

now has over350 members.  This fall Call with move 

into its 5th year of programs and activities.  Programs 

and activities cover a wide range of topics, including 

arts and media, current issues, food and wine, human-

ities, health and wellness, science and environment.  

Formats include peer group learning, lecture series, 

activity-based learning and discussion groups. 

For more information check the website 

www:calgarylifelonglearners.ca 

Do you recognize these three people? They are the 

creative thinkers behind the first Steppin’Out Con-

ference in  2005.  All three were present in 2015, as 

this photo by Kathy Newman shows.   Irene is 

broadly smiling, for she retired from the CRTA Board 

two years ago.  She was at the Conference to enjoy 

the day. During her CRTA Board  member days, she 

not only worked on a number of conferences, but 

she also alerted her retired colleagues to the insur-

ance moneys that were due to them.  Irene also 

started the Annual Art Show. Gordon, is looking 

back at ten years of leading the committees that 

organized all the activities and coordinated the pro-

grams and speakers.  He’ll do it one more year, he 

keeps saying. Paul Demers cannot yet smile, for as 

the treasurer of CRTA, he has to make sure that the 

money is in the bank to pay all the bills after the 

conference is over. Therefore much work ahead.  

Many thanks to the three of you for years of service. 
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NEW PROGRAM for the CRTA    August 25 2015 

Dear CRTA Members and Affiliate Members 

Merit Travel and the CRTA are going to introduce a new travel program for our membership. 

The program is known as 

  The Merit Longstays Vacation Program 

Ron Jeffery is the Calgary Representative of this organization. He will be attending the CRTA 

AGM and Luncheon on September 24, 2015 at the: 

       Ramada Plaza Conference Centre 3515-26
th

 St. NE, Calgary 

Ron will be speaking after the luncheon, for those people who might be interested. 

A sample of one of their packages is a 28 day stay at the Ecuador Park Apartments in 

the Costa Del Sol area of Spain. 

  The package includes return flight from Toronto to Spain; an overnight luxury stay at 

the Parador Hotel in Rondo with dinner; a unit { one bedroom, kitchen, living room, 

balcony and housekeeping three times a week} two half day excursions { Malaga 

( dinner & flamenco show) and Mijas ( Tapas dinner)}; five full day excursions { Grana-

da, Cordova, Gilbratar, Nerja and Ronda with lunch each trip}; all transfers, service 

fees and gratuities. 

The package also includes access to a Merit Host who will be on site with you. 

Ron will also highlight other possible longstay locations in Mesa Arizona, Tuscany and 

Portugal.  

The CRTA will set up a half day travel session at Brentview Baptist Church later in the 

fall, so that Ron can introduce the packages in more detail. 


